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‘Hospitality is not taken seriously as a career and it should be’Learning
from critical
feedback

SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE: Kuzina restaurant head chef and trainer Stephen Lunn, centre, gives
instructions to budding chefs in the kitchen. Picture: SAM ROSEWARNE

MERYL NAIDOO

HOBART hospitality
training organisation In-
dustrylink has been
turning out top-notch
chefs and hospitality
workers for almost two
years.

Now the specialist in
hospitality and commer-
cial cookery has opened
Kuzina restaurant in the
former Casablanca
premises in North Ho-
bart.

Industrylink and Kuzi-
na manager Nicholas
Platon has spent the past
20 years working in hos-
pitality across Australia.

In 2002 he opened the
Greek restaurant Athe-
na’s on the Pier with a
business partner and,
after selling out in 2005,
wanted to make a differ-
ence to the state’s hospi-
tality culture.

The training school
idea grew.

It won the 2007 Tas-
manian Training Pro-
vider of the Year awards.

It currently has more
than 300 students and
employs nine staff.

Students gain skills
and knowledge and are
awarded national ac-
creditation upon suc-
cessful completion of
their studies.

Mr Platon said Kuzina
gave students the oppor-
tunity to train during the
day and put their skills
to the test in the evening
when the restaurant was
open to the public.

‘‘The majority of our
students work for other
organisations and we
help them get their na-
tional accreditation,’’ he
said.

Diners evaluate their
performance at every
session except on Sun-
days.

Mr Platon’s passion
for hospitality drives his
ideas.

This is his third school
— his first was on Hamil-
ton Island in 1997 and the
second in New South
Wales in 2000.

He said Hobart needed
training because the lev-
el of service was disap-
pointing.

‘‘Hospitality is not ta-
ken seriously as a career
and it should be,’’ he
said.

‘‘For me it’s important
to spread this vision.

‘‘The feedback has
been excellent and the
support from the locals
and the public in general
has also been very en-
couraging.’’

Mr Platon said it was
an opportunity like no
other in Tasmania for
young, up-and-coming
hospitality leaders.

Kuzina head chef and
trainer Stephen Lunn,
with the help of appren-
tices, put together the
‘‘traditional French with
a contemporary twist’’
menu.

Patisserie chef Gareth
Patterson studied and
worked in France.

New scheme
on planning
THE Clarence Planning
Scheme will come into use
today after final approval from
the Resource Planning and
Development Commission.

Clarence City mayor Jock
Campbell said clearer guide-
lines helped developers and
protected natural assets and
amenities, with controls to
protect important vegetation
in areas of identified environ-
mental value.

‘‘There are also improved
design requirements for the
use and development of land in
areas of visual significance
such as prominent skylines,’’
Ald Campbell said.

People with applications
with the council or those de-
signing or considering design-
ing a building should contact
council planners.

$100,000
Utas survey
THE University of Tasmania
will lead the first national and
international survey of Aus-
tralian literature teaching
after receiving a $100,000
grant.

It will be run by Philip Mead
of the School of English, Jour-
nalism and European Lan-
guages with a team from other
institutions.

The project involves a sys-
tematic survey of current and
recent teaching of Australian
literature and aims to build a
new framework for teaching
Australian literature in upper
secondary schools and tertiary
institutions.

Dr Mead said the results of
the survey would provide an
information base for strategic
changes in the teaching of
Australian literature.

New fund to
help artists
A PREMIER’S Arts Partner-
ship Fund will encourage Tas-
manian businesses to support
the arts by matching sponsor-
ship money.

Premier Paul Lennon
launched the fund yesterday.

The State Government and
Veolia Environmental Ser-
vices will give $300,000 to the
fund over the next three years.

‘‘That $300,000 is there to
match business sponsorship to
the same value, meaning a
total of $600,000 in new arts
sponsorship will be available
to help our local artists,’’ Mr
Lennon said.

The Australia Business Arts
Foundation said the fund
would add to the $20 million of
private-sector support in
which it had been involved
nationally.

Low Hydro storage levels proving costly
MICHELLE PAINE

HYDRO water storages re-
main at record lows, hitting
the company’s finances.

Catchments are only 18 per
cent of the normal average,
compared with the previous
record of 26 per cent.

Lake Gordon was just 13 per
cent full, down 10.5 per cent
from last year, and Great Lake
15 per cent, up slightly.

Hydro Tasmania said all
available resources were being
used to ensure security of
supply.

Annual cloud seeding began
yesterday except over the King
and Pieman catchments be-
cause of a study into the
impact of cloud-seeding on the
West Coast.

The past five months had
seen the energy yielded from
catchments at just 18 per cent

of the normal average, which
had had a ‘‘considerable finan-
cial impact’’, Hydro Tasmania
said.

The power cable under Bass
Strait, Basslink, has imported
eight times as much power
from Victorian coal-powered
stations than it has exported.

‘‘Without Basslink, Hydro
shortages would be much low-
er and Tasmania would be
facing a parlous situation,’’

energy resources manager
David Marshall said.

‘‘Hydro Tasmania remains
confident there will be no
shortfall this year despite the
ongoing drought, so long as
there is no major unplanned
event such as a prolonged
unavailability of Basslink.’’

Gas had also helped during
the low inflows.

‘‘Recent rains have been
welcome, especially in the

West and North, where we
received up to 80mm, giving a
boost to some run-of-river sta-
tions,’’ Mr Marshall said.

‘‘However the Derwent and
Great Lake catchments largely
missed out,’’ he said.

Basslink had been ‘‘on im-
port’’ for most of the past six
months. The imports would
have cost $10.5 million and the
exports would have earned
$1.3 million.

Plea deal on drug rape
Man likely
to confess,
says lawyer

SEX ACCUSED: John Xydias
faces 225 charges.

ELISSA HUNT

A MAN accused of drugging 13
women and filming himself
raping them while they were
unconscious is likely to plead
guilty.

Chef John Xydias was alleg-
edly introduced to some of his
victims by a friend, ‘‘Hot Choc-
olate Rapist’’ Harry Barkas.

The two men are alleged to
have drugged and attacked
more than 40 women between
them and they face a combined
total of more than 300 charges.

Barkas — who has been

charged over the ‘‘Hot Choco-
late’’ series of assaults in the
1990s — is yet to face a hearing.

It is not alleged they shared
any victims or acted together.

Yesterday, Xydias, 44, indi-
cated through his lawyer that
he would plead guilty to ‘‘a
suitable presentment’’ over

the 13 alleged victims as-
saulted between 1996 and 2006.

He is facing 225 charges and
police are yet to identify four
of the alleged victims captured
on his tapes.

A complaint about a hidden
video camera being used to
film women in a toilet at the
Greek restaurant where Xy-
dias worked led police to
search his Glen Iris home and
a holiday house at Dromana.

They uncovered a camera,
tripod, photographs of wom-
en’s genitals, women’s under-
wear and tapes featuring Xy-

dias having sex with women
who seemed unconscious.

When arrested, he allegedly
told police he had consensual
sex with the women when they
were awake and ‘‘the free
agreement carried on through
their loss of consciousness’’.

Many alleged victims had
never been in a sexual rela-
tionship with Xydias and had
no idea they were assaulted
until contacted by police.

Court documents also allege
the women felt physically ill
when viewing the tapes of
their attacks and were ada-

mant they must have been
drugged. Several reported
being given drinks by Xydias
and not being able to recall
hours or even whole days.

Xydias did not apply for bail.

Magistrate Peter Reardon
remanded Xydias in custody to
face the County Court in April.

Mr Barkas, 45, of South
Yarra, is facing 77 charges
over a string of rapes in which
victims were allegedly given
cups of hot chocolate spiked
with prescription drugs. He is
due to face court next month.
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